HO         FAITHS, FAIRS, AND FESTIVALS.
so necessary for the welfare of a people dependent
. on agriculture. Being of such utility, these waters
naturally occupied an important position in the
ancient hymns of praise and gradually became
deified. AH the large rivers, many of the smaller
streams, and large numbers of tanks or lakes and
ponds are considered of extreme sanctity, and the
custom has long existed to visit. those places on
their banks, which have achieved notoriety from
their situation, in order to acquire merit and future
reward.
The latter part of Kartik is considered an
auspicious time to set out on pilgrimages, for it was
then that the great Rama commenced his successful
expedition and then that Vishnu returned to the
earth after an absence of some four months in the
nether regions. From this time forward until the
Spring a large proportion of the travelling public
in India consists of pilgrims, -male and female, on
their way to attend one or another of the religious
fairs, or to visit sacred places, and bathe in holy
waters. At this time thousands proceed to
Hardwar, where the sacred Ganges issues from
the Himalayas and is supposed to have descended
from the head of'Siva on to the earth ; there they
bathe, perform certain rites, and obtain sealed bottles
of the divine liquid, which will later be poured
over the idols of Vishnu or Siva, or used at marriage,
death, and other ceremonies. Hardwar means
literally the * discharging gate f 'from kar (termi-
nalia cfaebula), a purgative, and dwara, a gate. It